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The past year has been an exciting one for the
LCHS, but it has also been a year of genuine disappointment. Through the spring and summer a
steady stream of builders worked towards completing the new Spay and Neuter Companion Animal
Clinic so it would be ready for our September grand
opening. In May, for the first time ever, a
Veterinarian joined the staff of the LCHS, promising
a future of high standard companion animal health care. In September, Laureen
Harper, the wife of Canada's Prime Minister, and Hollywood celebrity Tanya
Memme, joined political representatives from Federal and Provincial and
Municipal levels of government in recognizing the work of the LCHS towards
finding a feasible solution to the urgent and critical issue of companion animal
overpopulation.

As the year draws to its inevitable close however, a very real cloud of frustration
hangs over the LCHS. The LCHS Board of Directors had hoped to raise $1.6M over
18 months through a fundraising campaign that would give us the necessary
funds to permit the operation of a low cost Spay and Neuter clinic to help alleviate companion animal overpopulation. Unfortunately the public response to our
capital fundraising campaign has ranged between unenthusiastic and complete
apathy.
At risk for the LCHS, and for the community at large, is the loss of a progressive and
forward thinking companion animal care model aimed at alleviating the suffering
and neglect of our companion animals. Without sufficient and sustainable funding, the LCHS will remain the proverbial bad dog catcher - with a reputation appropriately suiting such a moniker.
Continued on page 4

Laureen Harper and other dignitaries at
ribbon cutting ceremony for our New
Spay/Neuter Clinic grand opening on
September 20, 2011
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Happy Tails
Thank you to all who contribute stories to *Happy Tails* on the Lincoln County
Humane Society web-site. It is very rewarding for all of us who work and volunteer
at the shelter to hear "our" rescued animals success stories! The following excerpts
come from families who have entered their happy tails.

Guiness

Irish Wolfhound Adopted in

SPCA, but wary of strangers. We observed each other from a
distance for a about ten minutes. Then she gave a big sigh and
came over and sat on my foot and did the customary rottie
greeting of leaning all her weight on me. It was instant love.
To read the fairytale ending to Ruccus' adoption story,
go to www.lchs.ca and follow the "Happy Tails” link.

August of 2011

Matt and I adopted Guiness from
your shelter in early August. He is
the most wonderful dog and we
absolutely love him! He brings so
much joy to us everyday. My parents have a wonderful dog, Ella
(who is also a rescue from the Sudbury shelter) similar in breed to
Guiness(that is one of the reasons we loved Guiness so much). We
took Guiness for a trip to visit my parents a few weekends ago, and
meet Ella. They had a ball together!! They were definately in love.
My mom took many photos and put together a 'smilebox'
slideshow of the great time these two pups had together. I
thought I would forward it on to your happy tails story. We are so
happy to have rescued Guiness. They undoubtedly make the best
pet and friend you could ever have! :)
To see Guinness' 'smilebox'
go to www.lchs.ca and follow the "Happy Tails" link.

Ruccus, Rottweiler adopted in 2006.
Five years ago I was looking for a
dog in Toronto. I was specifically
looking for a rottie or the like as
those are what I had had in my
youth. The kind people at the SPCA
in Scarborough told me that there
was a desperate situation at the Lincoln County Humane Society
with a much beloved dog named Ruccus. Ruccus had been rescued
from a brutal life as a pup and had grown into a large dog (85lbs on
the day I adopted her) and being so big, no one wanted to adopt
her. She was shy, but very affectionate and had become a bit of a
mascot. She was, however, becoming depressed and desperately
needed a forever home. I placed a call and there was much excitement about someone coming to see her, however I was unable to
get to the shelter until about an hour after it would close. The wonderful staff agreed to keep the doors open for me if I was serious
about coming to get her. I was.
I drove the hour and a half to the shelter to be let in by a very kind
staff worker who said she was very fond of Ruccus and was anxious
about her finding a home. I said that she sounded exactly like what
I was looking for, and we agreed to let her meet me in one of the
meeting rooms. Ruccus was none to sure about this when she
entered. I got the feeling that she was very loyal to her friends at the

The SPCA In Court
Marilyn Norton, Agent, Lincoln County Humane Society

On August 18, 2008, an officer from the LCHS responded
with a warrant to a complaint of many sick cats in St.
Catharines. Upon entry officers discovered twenty-three
cats living in filthy conditions, with high levels of ammonia
in the air and large accumulations of feces throughout, as
well as debris and non functional sanitation. Public Health
officials on scene deemed the address uninhabitable. The
Veterinarian in attendance recommended that three of the
cats be removed so proper veterinary care could be provided to relieve their distress. Due to concerns of the accused
being a flight risk, a charge of animal cruelty was laid at the
scene, as well as an Ontario SPCA order, to correct living
conditions for the remaining twenty cats. One of the cats
required surgery to remove an injured and infected eye.
The accused, identified as Peter D. was scheduled for court
and after many missed court dates, an arrest warrant was
issued. In September, 2011, the matter came before the
courts. Peter D. was convicted and was subsequently prohibited from owning animals for life. He was also ordered to
pay restitution to LCHS. Peter D. is a typical cat hoarder,
with a long history of destroying many rented properties,
in many other municipalities across Ontario. We are hopeful this behaviour has finally come to an end.

Ted Barnes
Branch Manager
ted.barnes@meridiancu.ca

tel 905.688.6563
fax 905.688.1015
telebanking 1.866.592.2226

Sign up for “FREE E-NEWSLETTERS! @ www.lchs.ca

Ridley Branch
111 Fourth Avenue
St. Catharines, Ontario
L2S 3P5
www.meridiancu.ca

“Protecting And Caring For Animals Since 1881”

3

LINCOLN COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY
160 Fourth Avenue, St. Catharines, ON L2R 6P9

C Tel: 905-682-0767 C www.lchs.ca

From the Vet's Desk
Diana Chiavaroli, DVM

With the addition of veterinarians to the staff at LCHS, many
changes have been made over the past year.
With our building and beginning of operations in the veterinary
clinic, we will start to see a slow decline in the number of animals
entering the doors of the shelter every year. Less cats coming in
the door will not only mean less euthanasia will be required, but
also a healthier cat population. Overcrowding is a major contributing factor to outbreaks of disease in a shelter setting, and is
inevitable during the busy summer months. But with the advent
of the spay/neuter voucher program, these busy summer months
will become less of a burden as the area’s cat population starts to
decrease.
Along with decreasing the number of cats coming in our doors,
concentration is also being focused on increasing the number of
cats leaving the building through adoptions. This summer saw
more adopt-a-thons than any previous year, and an increase in
adoptions compared to last summer. Partnerships have also been
made with several pet stores in St. Catharines to showcase some
of our cats, and small mammals. Having these "satellite adoption
centers" increases public exposure and reaches out to people
who may not have considered adopting before. Having humane
society cats in pet stores instead of kittens that are bred to be sold
also helps control the pet population and brings more public
awareness toward the overpopulation epidemic.
Finally, improvements have been made to the housing arrangements of cats and kittens awaiting new homes. This summer saw
the renovation of the adoption room into an open-concept, cagefree colony room. Cats and kittens are free to roam the room,
chase each other, and climb up cat trees and scratching posts.
The more natural, home-like environment is much less stressful
for the cats, which in turn reduces the outbreak of illness. Being
able to see the cats interact with each other and show off their
personalities allows adopters to better choose a pet that will be
compatible in their household, and has actually been shown to
increase adoptions.

The next year will see continued improvements to the
shelter and the animals in our care. Projects have already
begun to expand our foster network, which will enable us
to treat more animals with medical concerns, improve the
volunteer program, help decrease disease, and evolve dog
adoptions to help match adopters to their ideal dog.
Veterinarians on staff are a direct result of the publics'
financial support of our new spay/neuter clinic. Thank you
to all who have already pledged their support, and thank
you to you, should you now choose to pledge your financial support to the continued improvement of animal care
at the Lincoln County Humane Society.

Photographer for Pet Pics with Santa

candid & formal style
professional & friendly approach

Kathy White

Be responsible, make sure your pets are spayed
or neutered!

Rick Dykstra, M.P.
61 Geneva St. - Downtown St. Catharines

905-934-6767 | rickdykstra.ca
May we place an LCHS coin donation box at your retail location? If so please give us a call!
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Continued from page 1

While it is likely this reputation is what lies at the
heart of our stagnant fund raising campaign, it is
a reputation unfairly earned. The reality is that
the LCHS is a charitable not-for-profit organization dedicated to the humane treatment of animals. As a not-for-profit organization, the LCHS
must conduct itself in a financially responsible
manner that secures a viable future for the
organization. Annual donations and bequests
have never been sufficient to house and feed the
shelter's companion animal population.
Consequently, the LCHS has been compelled to
enter into contracts with local municipalities to
perform animal control and by-law services, in
order to secure adequate funds to allow for day
to day operations, animal care staff, food and
health care.
The current Board of Directors believes that we
have an obligation to forthrightness, and that
companion animal care will only improve when
the community is fairly apprised of the daily
ordeals of the LCHS. Our advertising and billboard campaign has been blunt and specific the LCHS is forced to euthanize seven out of
every ten cats who enter the shelter every day
just so we can feed and care for the ones who
will enter the following day. This is a tragedy the
Board wants to stop - but good intentions alone
won't change anything. The Board of Directors
commitment to creating a more compassionate
Humane Society is underscored by the
$120,000.00 Board members have contributed
to the campaign, almost 45% of the total funds
raised to date.
Philanthropy is the key to ending suffering and
homelessness for our shelter's companion animal population. Your generosity and your compassion will make it possible for the LCHS to
operate the low cost spay and neuter clinic that
will make it possible for those who can't afford to
spay or neuter their pets to do what must be
done if we are to end the use of euthanasia as a
means of companion animal population control.
The LCHS is looking for 1,000 new donors who
would be willing to donate $10.00 per month for
12 months to help create a brighter future for
companion animal population. We need your
help urgently. Please contact the LCHS at
www.lchs.ca to learn how to donate.

Sponsorship Opportunities With
RescueUs Campaign:
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Beatties BBQ for the RescueUs campaign June 24th 2011
Walmart BBQ held April 11th 2011 with proceeds matched by
Walmart

Lincoln County Humane Society 12th Annual
Charity Dinner Auction
Will take place next spring, our date is not finalized, but we
anticipate a Saturday, late in April 2012. Please keep an eye on
our web-site, www.lchs.ca so that you can save the date!
The 11th Annual Charity Dinner Auction was held on May 7th,
2011 in the Stone Mill Grand Ballroom. We would like to
acknowledge our Gold Level Event Sponsors for this years'
event: Grace Pang & Tom Manney.
Proceeds of $19,700 raised on the evening of the event have
been used to outfit the operating suite of the new spay/neuter
clinic. Equipment, furniture, and supplies for the new clinic
must come from additional financial resources which our society must raise.

Canadian Martyrs Basket Raffle Spring 2011

Our guests shared a wonderful evening, with other friends of
the animals, who enjoyed great food, great deals and a great
deal of fun. We hope all who are reading this newsletter will
join us for next years' event in 2012. Funds raised are always
used in direct support of the animals!
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6th Annual Tail Waggin
Walk-a-thon
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
At the 6th annual LCHS Tail-Waggin'
Walkathon we raised over $10,000.00
including our online pledges raised by our
participants! WOW, thank you so much
everyone!

Katie with shelter dog
Bradley at this years’
“Tail Waggin Walk-a-thon”

Our many amazing volunteer dog walkers who volunteered their time to give an LCHS adoptable dog a fun
day out of the shelter environment!!
PALZ Dog Park and the City of St. Catharines for
lending the space of the small dog park for the afternoon (despite the agility being cancelled due to the
poor weather).

Creative Pet Solutions for preparing amazing agility
A BIG thank you to Kristy Knight demos and being so willing to bring out their agility
from 97.7 HTZ FM for coming out to course for the day -- unfortunately the weather wasn't
host this event, she did such a great agreeing with this plan!
job!
Thank you to the LCHS Annual
Thank you to LCHS supporter
Tail-Waggin' Walk-a-thon's sponsors for 2011:
Courtney Day for your amazing help
in planning and putting on this year's
All Cover Portable Systems / XLSHELTERBOXER
walkathon!
RescuePet Reiki Masters Silvana Cronier and Terry

Thank you to all the wonderful people who raised pledges and came
out to participate in the walk!
We'd also like to thank:
Tim Horton's on Hartzel Rd. for supplying free apple cider, hot
chocolate and timbits to all the wet and cold participants :)
Joel Smith Photography for coming out to take pictures of people
with their pets, and offering FREE portraits of all of our shelter dogs
who came out for the day -- pictures coming soon!
Southern Ontario Disc Houndz for putting on a great frisbee demo
despite the weather!!
Ricochet Water for donating the water for our dogs and people!
Monica Seger for making tons of amazing dog toys to sell for proceeds, and the leftover toys being donated to our shelter dogs!

Mawhin
Best Friends & Raina's Grooming
St. John's Ambulance Therapy Dogs
And to all people who donated prizes and items to
our penny sale!

THANK YOU SO MUCH!
Councillor Joe Kushner,
a 30 year member of
our Board of Directors,
encourages you to support the excellent work
by our staff and volunteers at the Lincoln
County
Humane Society
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The Culprit
Todd Menard, Inspector, Lincoln County Humane Society

Over the years I've attended many animal related calls. Some
good, some bad just like all the other hard working Agents and
Inspectors we have in this province. A call I attended June 29th
of this year is one I just had to share with you.
While I was out conducting my duties this June day I received
a call from our dispatch asking for our help from a elderly lady
that had her cat stuck in her walker. The lady's residence is
located in one of the rural areas we service and I just happened to be in the area and was able to arrive within five minutes of getting this call for help. What happened next is why
I'm sharing this story with you.
I entered the front door of this woman's home and found her
standing there with blood on her house coat and blood all
around the walker and living room floor. The cat had caught
his hind leg around one of the wheels of the walker, and was
flailing around in immediate distress. I tried to grab the cat to
determine how I was going to release it when he sank his teeth
into my right calf muscle. I then removed him from my leg and
ran to my truck and got my bolt cutters. After a quick snap of
the bolt cutters I was able to free the cat and he immediately
ran off. My fear that the leg may be damaged was satisfied by
the speed and agility he used when I freed him. I then turned
my attention to this lady who was in her 80's, due to her blood
loss and the amount of blood in the living room. The lady
assured me she was okay and I started looking around the living room finding a hacksaw and a screwdriver all covered in
blood. Well I knew the blood did not come from the cat and
she had some injuries to her but not for the amount of blood
that was on the floor and asked where all this blood came
from. She then told me her husband had tried to get the cat
from the walker. I asked her where her husband was and she
told me in the kitchen. I went to check on her husband and
found the source of the amount of blood in the living room.
He was slumped over the kitchen sink and just barely conscious. This man had too many bites to his arms and legs for
me to count and I knew he had lost a lot of blood. I immediately called 911 (against his wife's wishes believe it or not) and
they kept me on the line trying to keep the man conscious and
placing towels around his wounds to try to stop the bleeding.
While I was trying to keep him awake and wait for EMS to

arrive he told me he was 95 years old. When the ambulances and fire department arrived I heard one of them say
"It looks like a murder scene in here". Both the man and the
woman were taken to the local hospital and I feared the
worse for the man as he was now unconscious when he was
loaded into the ambulance. I then locked up their house for
them and left the scene.
Needless to say it was a long night as all I could do was think
about this man and how he was doing. I finally received a
call from the Health Unit Inspector that had looked into it
for me and was told that he in fact did make it and the cat
and his wife were okay as well.
I never did speak to this couple again but in late August I
received a Thank You letter from them thanking me for what
I did and a picture of their cat with the words "the culprit"
on it.

Jim Bradley, MPP
St. Catharines

Constituency Office:
2 Secord Drive, Unit 2, St. Catharines, ON L2N 1K8
T: 905-935-0018 | E: jbradley.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org

“Make adoption your first option.”

Donate your HBC Points - Go to www.lchs.ca & click on ‘Ways to Donate’

LINCOLN COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY
160 Fourth Avenue | St. Catharines, ON L2R 6P9
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Phone : 905-682-0767
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Fall/Winter 2011 Edition

Use LCHS place cards in
lieu of wedding favours
CHECK OUT OUR
CARDS @ www.lchs.ca

